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" "Washington—William E.
Colby, director of the Central
Intelligence Agency, said in an
interview he would flatly op-
pose even a broad disclosure of
the intelligence budget on the
grounds that it would yield in-
formation about sensitive oper-
ations.

“1 could learn a lof about the
KGB {the Soviet secret police]
budget by studying year-to-year .
changes in its annval overall to-
tal,” hir. Colby said recently in
his office at CIA headquariers
at Langley, Va.

The CIA director is sched-
uled to testify today before the

House intelligence coraimittee | American inteliigence needs.
as it continues its probe of the!

fiscal operations of espionage
agercies.
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“At this time, the AEC could
print the formula for the atom-
ic bomb without arousing the
same interest as there would be
in anything at all about the
CI&,” he said wryly.

Mr. Colby, the first director
who had to take to what might

Le termed the congressional
speech circuit as the defender
of his agercy, said that it was
“a strange way to run an intel-
ligence operation.” .

His departure from the tra-
ditional secrecy of the espio-
nage commurity, he conceded,
was logitimate in that it was
time for a re-examination of

The CIA, Mr. Colby said., had
responded to the policy require-
ments of different administra-

He emphasized that he
would not soften his objeciions
to zay changes in the current
top-secret status of the CiA
budget. Mr. Colby rejected the
sugyestion by members of Con-
gress that at least the gross to-

" tal be revealed, if not a line-by-
line itomizaticn of expendi-
tures. -

According to Mr. Coldy, a

careful analysis of an overall

!figure would be dangerously re-
i vealing to those who kaew pre-
cisely vhat they were looking
for. )

“A little bounce in the total

rom year to year can tell a lot.
To disclose that figure would be
explainingz a greal deal about
the intelligence structure,” the
CIA director said.

He noted thal there Lzd Lﬁf?
comparizons between iha ClA
budzet and that of the now-de-
funet Atomic Energy Comunis-
fon. Peinting to the growth of
¥ Hseloaure over Lhe years,
“he cermmented, “In 1847, the
AEC had a one-line item, Last
year it had 15 pages.”

The CIA dircctor added that
he douhied that there would be
a3 musoh attention paid o de-

isformation about ths intelli-

tions for the last three decadas,
operating as he put ii, “under
pressure and without very
much control or supervisioa on
someoccasions.” - -
Yet the director refused to
agree with a recent pradiction
by Senator Frank Church (3.,
Idaho), chairman of the Senaie
intelligence commiitze, ti}g!
the forthcoming report oo poiil-
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~ “The general doesn’t tell the
major whether to walk on the
right or the left side of the road.
Seme decisions are delegated.
It may ba a detail at the time.
It may not be a detail in hind-
sight.” he said obliquely.

criminal prosecutions arising

the CIA, Mr. Colby said he had
“ceome across things that gave
me problems.” He had checked
with Edward H. Levi, the Attor-
ney General, and certain mat-
ters had been turned over to tie
Justice Department.
He indicated” that among
those matters was the testimo-
ny on CIA involvement in Chile
given by Richard M. Helms.
former CIA director, to the
House Armed Services Com-
mittee. There have been con-
iinuing reperts that Mr. Helins
was less than candid in that
sworn testimony.

Hir. Colby added, however,
that ke “did not think there was
zavthing | for which anyone
could be ceavicted of a crime.”

Trying to identify who did
what, and precisely where re-

jcal assassinations was likely to
thow tire agency had acted like
2 “runaway rogue elephant.”
“We {ook our policy crives
fygru the political leagership of
{he country,” Mr. Colby said.
2 thus reiterated the problem
of chain of commard, which
congressional investigators
have found so difficult to estab-
lish, especially in relation to
any involvement of prasidents
in political assassination plols.
Tre CIA director refused 19
Cizeuss the subject of involve-
ment ip what Senater Churcn
"
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for the ClA in its seli-examina-
ticn .any more than for Con-
gress in its investigation, the
Zirector said.

“"V¥hat we have now,” it
Coloy «caid, “is the new Awmerica
lecking at the old intellizence
structure and contemplating
changes which need t» be made
in il. The hardest chore | have
is te bring oul elearly the
chznges that have cccurred in
the inielligence service as well
zs to Araerica.”
He admiiied there were
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“If we had not had very
strong minded people, this stru-
ture would have been shat-
tered” Mr Colby said.

“mistakes and misdeeds,” such
as mail interception and drug
experimentatiion programs
now being publicized.

'said, was an example of a mis-
guided belief by intelligence
personne} that the practice lay
within the general pelicy baing
followed.

But he singled out the drug
jexperimeatation,  specificatly
the 1933 administering of LSD

to Dr. Frank R. Olson, the ¥'red- |-

| erick bicchemist who later

i1killed himself, as “a tragedy.”

“The Olson case was
wrong,” said the CiA director.
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He made no attempt to deny !

The mail opening, Mr. Colby .




